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seemed inclined to conquer and keep al! that she could; but the news from France impelled the Vice-Chancellor, Ostcnmuiu, to declare that all animosities should now be laid aside and "that every nation in Europe should unite [against France] whenever any proper plan could be agreed on."a Thus, here again, the failure of the royalist attempt in France helped lo avert the utter breakdown of the Anglo-Prussian case. Even .so, the Czarina won the day at nearly every point. Little by little the Allies gave up all the safeguards on which L'itt had at first insisted; and on 26th July their envoys consented to the acquisition by Russia of all the Turkish lands cast of the Dniester, provided that the Czarina agreed not. to hinder the navigation of that river. On the whale, the Porte sustained no very serious loss, considering the collapse of its defence, the slight interest felt on its behalf both at London and Berlin, and the marked dislike of Catharine for England and Prussia. She hated Pitt, but she despised Frederick William. How then could she, in the midst of her military triumphs, give way to the demands of the Triple Alliance, whose inner weakness she had probed?
Nevertheless, the intervention of the Allies was not the failure that has often been represented. It checked the soaring ambitions of Potcmkin. The Itoumans, Jhilgars, and Greeks had to thank the Allies for delivering them from this selfish adventurer. Their day of liberation was deferred, but it came ultimately in far better guise than as a gift from Catharine and her favourite. Strange to say, he fell a victim to fever, and expired by the roadside in Moldavia as he was proceeding to the front; and this event, which wrung the heart of Catharine, had no small share in facilitating the signature of the Russo-Turkish treaty (on the terms required by the Allies) at Jassy early in the following year.
Other influences were leading Catharine towards peace. In the spring of the year 1791 Poland entered on a new lease of life. That the Poles should alter their constitution without her permission was a grievous affront, for which she inveighed against them as rebels, Thenceforth Warsaw, rather than Constantinople, took the first place iti her thoughts. Apart from this, the prospects of the Poles were radiant with promise; and the student who peruses the despatches of Hailes, British
1 B,M. Add. MSS., 34438.hitbread's motion was finally negatived by 244 to n6(ist March 1792).*  " Memorials of Fox," ii, 383-7.
